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NEWCASTLE WATER POLO ASSOCIATION

 DOMESTIC RULES

SEASON 2011-12
Draft – To be ratified.
Each Club should forward details of Club Contact to the Secretary at the start of the season.

1) Ages for juniors. 

a) Under 14's Mixed Comp. – born 1/1/98 or later.

b) Under 17's Junior Boys’. – born 1/1/95 or later.
Junior Girl’s U/17’s – born  1/1/95 or later.

2) Fees.


a) Juniors (U/18 - 1/1/94 or later), NWPI - $25
b) Seniors,  NWPI - $50
3) Registrations. 

a) Player details must be received by NSW and Newcastle Water Polo prior to a player entering the water as per the NSW manual for online registration and the Newcastle Water Polo registration process which has been sent to all clubs. 
4) Game Times. 

a) All grades are straight times for the round games.  Under 14's and Juniors - 7 minutes, Women - 10 minutes, Men - 10 minutes.  

b) A junior game cannot proceed without a COACH or MANAGER being on the pool deck.  In the absence of the nominated coach/manager of junior team a senior member of the respective club MUST take on this role in order for the game to proceed. Refer to forfeit rules for further information (7(b)).

5) Time-Outs. 

a) No time outs in round games, only in the Finals series.

6) Ball Sizes.  

a) Under 14's & Junior Women - Size 4, Women - Size 4, Junior Men & Men - Size 5.

7) Duty Officer. 

a) Each club shall nominate a duty officer (member/associate member) to oversee the water polo at a particular venue which has been organised under the authority of NWPI.  The role of this officer is to be detailed and distributed with these rules.

b) For A grade competitions (where there are no home games) the club who plays the first game in the white caps (as per the draw) is the nominated duty team for that night and must provide a duty officer as detailed above.

8) Grading

a) Where separate grades exist for Males and Females, there will be no transfer between M and F teams

b) Juniors playing in more than one grade.  Juniors can play up but not down, e.g. an under 14 can play in Junior and in Senior teams with parental permission as per registration form.  

c) No player can play for TWO teams in the same grade.
d) Any player can play up to TWO (2) games in A Grade.  Once they play their 3rd game they must remain in A Grade.  Each Club must nominate their top SEVEN (7) players for A Grade Men & Women.  If an A Grade team loses one of their nominated top 7 they must inform the NWPI Registrar prior to the next round and nominate a new player. Top seven players are not eligible to play in B Grade.

(1) In regards to rule (d) above for the purposes of the 2011/12 Womens  A grade competition any players not nominated in the top seven is able to play both A grade and B grade without restrictions. The name of any such players are to be provided to Newcastle Water Polo committee for approval at the next available meeting once the player has played in two grades. Failure to do so may result in the loss of points for both teams. 

(2) In regards to rule (d) above if a Women’s team believes that due to the standard or numbers of players it is not in the best interests of either the players or the competition to nominate seven players, a letter with explanation should be forwarded to the president of Newcastle Water Polo Association Inc asking for exemption to this rule. This is to occur as soon as is practicable and prior to the date set by the committee for the notification of top seven teams.

(3) In regards to rule (d) above for the 2011/12 season in the women’s competition any players who are nominated as a top seven player in the A grade competition and do not play representative water polo after the end of the A grade competition are able to apply for re-grading into B grade for the remainder of the competition.    

e) With the exception of rule (d)(3) above, re-grading would only be considered where there is clear information to suggest that injury has forced a player to play in a lower grade or where it is clear that a player has been required to play a third A grade game to avoid a forfeit. The latter will only be considered if the player applies for re-grading at the next available Newcastle meeting. Other considerations would require the player to present to the NWPI meeting in person accompanied by their club president.

f) If clubs enter more than one team in any grade they must nominate their teams prior to the commencement of the competition to the Newcastle Registrar.

9) Table Officials and Referees. 

a) All teams must provide a referee and table official for every game, (usually the game following their own).  They should print their full name (first name and surname - no nicknames), on the game sheet and sign it at the end of the game (with their Club's name in brackets, after their signature).

b)  A person shall not play or officiate as a referee, coach or manager in a game unless; 

I. the person is a member of NSWWPI. This includes referees, coaches and managers (Associate Membership of NSWWPI covers non-playing officials) 

II. the person is not financially indebted to AWPI, NSWWPI, NWPI or any affiliated body.

c) A person who is not a member of NSWWPI or AWPI, and wishes to officiate at a game must become an Associate Member of NSWWPI. Associate Membership is available through NSWWPI for an annual payment to register the person with AWPI and cover them with insurance.

d) Player's names should ONLY be put on the game sheet when they arrive poolside.  No name can be added to the sheet after the whistle has been blown to start the last quarter.

e) How to Fill Out Game Sheets - Attached is an example of how to fill out a game sheet. These forms are in triplicate; the top WHITE copy is sent to the Registrar, by the home team.  The other two copies go to each team.  Completed game sheets must be sent to the Registrar in the mail by the following Wednesday.

10) Forfeits

a) The minimum number of players for a team is 7, to avoid a forfeit, 7 players must be in the water at the designated starting time of the game.  If a game is provided, table officials are not required to score, ensure the game sheet shows which team caused the forfeit, and if a game was provided.  All players (both teams) present MUST be recorded on the game sheet for the game to be credited for finals qualification with a score of 0 goals to the team who forfeits; 5 goals to the other team.  For a game to proceed as a forfeit, a minimum of 5 players from the original team must play.  Any makeup players: a) should be gender specific as per the rules; b) In junior games, any junior registered player.

b) If a Junior team is unable to provide a coach or manager to be pool side as per rule 4(b) this should be declared a forfeit game. The referees are to rule on any such forfeit.

c) Where a team forfeits three matches in a competition, irrespective of grade, a written explanation is required to be forwarded to the Newcastle Water Polo Association Secretary immediately following the third forfeit.  NWPI may direct that one of the Club's teams be withdrawn from the competition or a monetary penalty may be imposed of not more than $100.

11) Point Score Key.

a) W (Win) - 3 points,
 D (Draw) - 2 points,
L (Loss) - 1 point,
 B (Bye) - 0 point, LG (Loss by forfeit but provided a game) - 1 point, LF (Loss by forfeit, no game provided) - 0 point. WI (Win by forfeit, other team played illegal player) - 3 points.

b) Illegal Player.

i) Player has not been registered by due date. 

ii) They have played 3 games in another grade (from the beginning of the season)(unless covered in rule (3) subsections (1-3).

iii) They are too old for a junior team.

iv) Phantom player - name on game sheet, but player not at pool.

v)  No name can be added to the sheet after the whistle has been blown to start the last quarter.

12) Qualifying for Newcastle Finals.  

a) All Senior players must have played in five (5) round games in that Grade to be able to play in the Finals series.  If there is a good reason for someone not being able to qualify (just moved to the district etc) then an application can be made, in writing, to the Newcastle Executive committee, via their own club's executive, to have this person's circumstances considered.  This letter should be received by the Newcastle Secretary no later than 2 weeks before the weekend of the Finals Series.  The player may be required to present their case in person.
b) A junior player must have played at least one round game in order to qualify for the final series. It is the intention of this rule to encourage Junior participation in Water Polo. Clubs seen to be recruiting Junior players from other clubs purely for the Finals series may be asked to justify a players inclusion in the final series at the discretion of NWPI.

13) Qualifying for Country Club and Districts.  
a) Players must be registered with a Club/District, which is affiliated with NSW Water Polo Inc. for the current season.  Players must be registered with NSWWP Inc. for the current season and NSWWPI must have received this registration.  The player must have played in ONE third of their club's/district's competition games.  This starts from the weekend commencing local competition to the date of Country Club and Country Districts respectively.  Players wishing to compete at these Championships who do not meet the rules of eligibility, and/or whose Club/District is not competing may submit their names to Newcastle Water Polo Inc. to refer on NSW Water Polo.
14) Referees 
a) Dissent of a referee’s decision will not be tolerated.  Everyone should also be aware that a Referee can send any poolside person (manager, coach, parent, and player) out of the pool area, and out of the whole complex, if necessary, and note the incident on the game sheet.  The game will not restart until the offending person has left. Please refer to in-game responsibilities of coach and captain for further information about how to approach a referee. 

b) Referee Reports - Record on the back of the White Game Sheet incident details and phone and/or email the Judiciary Chairperson within 24hours of incident (contact details available on the Newcastle Water Polo website (www.newcastlewaterpolo.com.au).  Please refer to section 20 below for information about the judiciary. 

15) Accident/Injury Report.  
a) Injured player/coach/manager should report any injury to the table for noting on the back of the White game sheet.  The players club should notify NWPI Secretary (details available on the NWPI website) and NSW Water Polo within 48 hours.

16) Transfer Of Players Between Clubs

a) A member shall not transfer to another Club within NSW either during the NSWWPI year or between years except in accordance with Rules 16 c) and 16 e).

b) The onus is on the club accepting the new player to ascertain if the player has played for another club in NSW, Australia or overseas. If NSWWPI is made aware that a player needs to submit a transfer form and is currently playing, their club will be notified and the player will be unable to play until the transfer form / process is completed.

c) To apply for a transfer to another Club a person shall;

i) Approach the Secretary of their last Club to send e-mail to NSWWPI, and the Secretary of the Club they intend transferring to, stating that they are clear to transfer. 

ii) The Secretary of the Club the player is transferring to can initiate the transfer request. The transfer is not complete until the player’s original Club endorses the  transfer- see rule 6-4.

d) Club Secretary shall not fail to comply promptly with a request for transfer provided that person has no debts with that Club.

e) A Club must act on a transfer request within 5 working days. If not received by this time, NSWWPI Office to follow up with clubs. NSWWPI to issue release acknowledgement if transfer in dispute.

17) Captain - Pre-Game Responsibilities

a) A player in each team shall be nominated on the scorecard as captain.

b) The captains shall (in liaison with the duty officer):-

1. Ten minutes prior to the first scheduled game, ensure that the goals, pool markings, scoring, timing and other necessary facilities are correctly located and in good order.

2. Prior to the scheduled starting time, each captain shall present to the table and identify themselves as the captain on the score sheet (by writing name or indicating a “C” next to their name on the score sheet);

3. The NWPI scorecard with the names of each player present legibly printed in water resistant ink adjacent to the respective cap number to be worn in the game

4. Captains must sign the scorecard after the game

5. A ball which in the opinion of the referee is suitable.

6. Two persons competent to be a timekeeper or scorecard secretary 

18) In Game Responsibilities
a) It is advised that no person approaches a referee during a game or immediately after a game. ( 30 minutes after the referee has finished officiating). If the extreme situation arises where it is felt absolutely necessary to speak to the referee during a game then only the coach or the captain can approach the referee. No one else is allowed to approach the referee during the game. The penalty is a red card exclusion for anyone involved in the game or exclusion from the pool viewing area if it is a crowd member. 

b) Each team is permitted three officials – one being the designated Head Coach. These officials are to be seated on the bench and only the Head Coach may move away from the bench up to the 5 metre line whilst his/her team is in attack. If an official is not seated on the bench then they are not involved in the game and must stay off the pool deck. If some one is to claim they are the team’s medical officer, they need to be seated on the bench at the time and be included in the three officials. They are not to appear from the stands. 

c) Common sense needs to prevail in all circumstances when approaching the referee, however it is clear that ONLY the Head Coach or Captain can do this – not anyone from the crowd or the bench. It is the host club’s (duty officers) responsibility to make sure the crowd does not approach the referee during, before or after the game. The relevant FINA Rule is: WP 5.2 All players not in the game at that time, together with the coaches and officials with the exception of the head coach, shall sit on the team bench and shall not move away from the bench from the commencement of play, except during the intervals between periods or during timeouts. The head coach of the attacking team shall be allowed to move to the 5 metre line at any time. Teams shall only change ends and benches at half time and before the start of the second period of any extra time. The team benches shall both be situated on the side opposite to the official table.

19) Deferred Or Postponed Games

a) No game is to be deferred or postponed without prior approval from the Newcastle Registrar in writing. Clubs must have good reason to request the rescheduling of a game.  Once approved by the registrar, a game can only be rescheduled by mutual agreement between a person from each club designated by their club as a contact for that team or the Club Secretary. If a club is unable to accommodate the request to reschedule the game then the team requesting the change is obligated to play at the time as set on the draw or to forfeit the game.

b) If two teams agree to defer a game they must have organised an alternate date and venue to play the game within two weeks of the date the game was originally scheduled or otherwise approved by the Newcastle Registrar. The date, time and venue details of the new date are to be supplied to the Registrar at the time the request to defer the game is made. 

c) Any deferred game not played for any reason will result in neither team receiving any points for the game.

d) No game is to be played for double points. Except where the NWPI Executive deems the deferment of the game is due to circumstances beyond the control of either club. 

e) National League commitments are not an acceptable reason for deferring of games.

f)  If a game is stopped due to lightning;

i) if it has not reached half time the game will be recorded as a no game – no points for either team. If the teams are scheduled to meet again in the competition the next game will be for double points 

ii) if the game is stopped after half time the score will stand and the result will stand.

g) A deferred game not played as per the existing rules (see above)

i) NWPI to ask both clubs for three possible dates - select a common one

ii) failing above, NWPI Registrar to select three random dates and the clubs need to agree to play on one of those dates or the game is recorded as a "no game”

20) Judiciary Provisions

a) The Newcastle Judiciary Committee shall:-
i) Meet as required at a time and venue to be advised

ii) Comprise the Chairman and two committee members determined by the Chairman or roster

iii) At the discretion of the Chairman be convened for special meetings 

iv) For the purposes of exercising its powers under these rules the number of members to constitute a meeting of the Judiciary Committee shall normally be three however where all parties agree, a hearing may proceed with a panel of two should only two members be available at the time set down for the hearing

v) Be able to grant permission for a player reported to play if a Judiciary panel is unable to be convened before that player’s next game.

b)  Penalties
I. The Judiciary Committee shall have the power to impose penalties in accordance with the schedule of suggested penalties attached to these rules. The suggested penalties referred to in the schedule are not to be regarded as minimum penalties. They are suggestions only.

II. The Judiciary Committee shall when imposing any penalty, take into account any relevant aggravating or mitigating circumstances.

III. Penalties may be applied by the Judiciary to any member of NWPI, Managers and Coaches. 

IV. Penalties to be stated as number of games to be missed. For example, a junior player (who plays JB and MA) is suspended for two games in JB (in which the offence occurred), then the player would have to miss two games in JB and two games in MA (not more in MA due to byes in JB).  Judiciary to set date on which the player can resume playing each specific grade in which they compete.

V. A suspended player can not coach, manage or referee a team in a game organised by NWPI in their period of suspension.

c) Schedule of Suggested Penalties
Dissent of a referee’s decision will result in the player being sent out for a major foul.

Misconduct
(Disrespect): directed at referee
4 games -12 months


Splashing, Gesturing, Throwing ball 
 4 games - 12 months

¶Misconduct
Violence 
 4games – 12 months


Brutality:
Punching - No contact
4 games - 2 years 


Contact
6 games - 2 years 

Kicking
No contact
6 games- 3 years 


Contact
8 games - 3 years 

Head Butt
No contact
8 games - 5 years 


Contact
12 games - 5 years

Elbowing
Contact
12 games - 5 years 

Manhandling referee

5 years 
Striking referee

Life

Bringing the game into disrepute

 4 games –5 years
NOTE:  These are not minimum penalties. They are suggestions only. Any aggravating or mitigating features may be taken into account.

d) Red card for Coach or Manager Procedure

i) Red card to be reported on the back of the game card

ii) Referee to send in an email report on the incident to the Judiciary Chairperson. (judiciary@newcastlewaterpolo.com.au).

iii) The Coach or Manager so reported must serve a one game suspension in the grade. They can coach or manage again on the day the offence is reported.

iv) The Coach or Manager reported can appeal their one game suspension to the Newcastle Judiciary.

v) Clubs will be informed of the Coach or Manager who has to serve a one game suspension and the date they can resume their duties.

vi) The Newcastle Water Polo Association retains the ability to cite any coach, manager,  to the Newcastle Judiciary, who has been involved in repeated reportings, or where the Newcastle Water Polo Association considers the reported incident has bought the game into disrepute, and determine 
e) Deferment of Suspension - Whenever any penalty or suspension is imposed by the Judiciary Committee the commencement of such suspension may be deferred at the discretion of the Judiciary Committee

f) Provocation and Retaliation
i)  In any case in which it is claimed a player was guilty of foul play by reason of provocative conduct on the part of another player or person such provocative conduct shall be no defence to foul play but may be taken account of in determining penalty.

ii) The fact that a player acted in retaliation shall be no defence to foul play, but may be taken account of in determining penalty.

g) Referees Obligations – the Referee is required to;

i) Report incident on back of score card correctly

ii) Where possible supply names of witnesses with contact phone numbers (2nd referee)

iii) Advise the Duty Officer on the pool deck and the Newcastle Judiciary Officer of the report (contact details on the website)

iv) Attend judiciary meeting where possible.

v) To submit a full written report, within 48 hours, in addition to the incident report on the card.

h) Player obligations.
i) It is the duty of the player sent out to contact the NWPI Judiciary Officer (contact details as per the website) to confirm the time of the Judiciary Meeting. 

ii) Any player ordered from the water for the remainder of the match by the referees for Misconduct - disrespect, Misconduct - violence or Brutality must attend the next meeting of the Judiciary Committee. The player is not permitted to play in further matches before appearing at that meeting. Exception where a player has contacted the office immediately after being sent out, and a Judiciary Panel is unable to be convened before the next competition round, permission may be granted for that player to play.

iii) A representative from their Club may accompany a player required to appear before the Judiciary. A Junior player may also be accompanied by a parent

iv) Can plead “guilty” to the incident they have been charged with before the Judiciary hearing is conducted

i) Appeals
i) A player suspended by the Judiciary may appeal to the Executive of NWPI

ii) An appeal against a decision handed down by the Newcastle  Judiciary must:

(1) Be a written application concerning the grounds of appeal

(2) Be lodged with a non-refundable fee of $20 

(3) Be received within 48 hours of the Judiciary’s decision being made 
j)  Dealing with alleged incidents that occur in a game on which there is no referees report 
i) A Club Official may report the alleged incident in writing to the opposition club requesting that the matter be investigated. The Club should name the alleged offender where possible. NWPI is to be copied in on any correspondence between the clubs on such issues.  
Score Sheet Example:
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